
COVID-19 Statement from the Elders 
Locust Grove Mennonite Church 

The following is a statement that the Elders shared with the congregation on June 14, 2020 as we 

began to meet again following the hiatus caused by the COVID-19 outbreak: 

A warm welcome from the Locust Grove Elder Team! We hope that this announcement finds you 

safe and healthy, whether you’re here or viewing this service remotely. 

What a crazy past few months we have experienced! None of us on the Elder Team would have 

ever envisioned the church being closed for worship for such a long period of time. None of us 

has ever lived through a pandemic, much less led a church through one. And needless to say, all 

of our lives have been changed by COVID-19 whether or not we have become sick from it. 

As we begin to meet together again, the Elder Team would like to remind and encourage us all to 

walk together in humility and grace. We recognize that as we enter this new reality of meeting 

during a pandemic, adjustments will be needed. We believe that leading the church through a 

pandemic is what God is calling us and the COVID-19 Task Force to in this moment, but also 

know we don’t have all the answers right now. Only God knows what tomorrow will bring. 

The Elder Team recognizes that represented in this church body is a vast array of experiences 

and perspectives regarding this pandemic. 

• Some of us found the isolation of the last few months to be brutally lonesome while some 

found it liberating. 

• Some of us are wearing masks and some of us are not. 

• Some of us have had drastic changes their workplace over the last few months, and for 

some of us it’s pretty much been life as usual. 

• Some of us are struggling with sudden decreases in hours and income, and some are 

struggling with unexpected overtime. 

So, as we regather for worship, things are different. We all are different too. And that’s okay. 

We’re still here to worship our Almighty, Sovereign God together, encouraging each other and 

being encouraged to become more and more like Jesus Christ, rooted and established in 

love.  Instead of being pulled into conversations that divide, it is our desire and request that we 

can all find the grace to worship together and focus on what unites us as followers of Christ. 

Thank you. 

 


